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Quranic Indicators of Delineation with the Enemy in the Management
Thought of Imam Khamenei*
Ali Aga Safari”

Abstract

The Islamic Revolution of Iran, as a phenomenon influenced by divine teachings, has
been the central target of the global arrogance system's animosity since its inception. The
front of arrogance has employed everything from hard war to soft war to contain this
revolution. Through the design of a wide spectrum of psychological operations and
infiltration strategies, it has attempted to undermine the social and ideological capital of
the Iranian nation, particularly the youth and the body of the system's officials. In such a
threatening ecosystem, Imam Khamenei, relying on the Quran and as a wise and time-
aware leader of the Islamic world, formulated the doctrine of "strategic delineation with
the enemy" as a Quranic-political theory for actively confronting the machinations of the
hostile enemy. This paper, employing a descriptive-analytical method and aiming to
discover and explain the Quranic foundations of delineation with the enemy, has
systematically analyzed his political thought. The research findings indicate that
delineating with the enemy in Imam Khamenei's intellectual system is rooted in solid
Quranic principles, including: recognizing the enemy as a prerequisite for any defensive
strategy, immunizing society against soft attacks, clarifying and regulating interactions
with the international system, conceptually distinguishing between the enemy and a
political rival, safeguarding national and transnational honor of the Islamic world, and
protecting the country's independence. For these reasons, he has consistently insisted on
this Quranic principle with particular emphasis. Furthermore, this research demonstrates
that delineating with the enemy is not merely a defensive action but a preemptive strategy
for preserving the achievements of the revolution, facilitating comprehensive growth, and
ensuring the lasting dignity of the Islamic society on both domestic and transnational
stages.

Keywords: Quranic Analysis, Delineation with the Enemy, Political Thought of Imam
Khamenei, Enemy Recognition, Soft War, Dignity and Independence, Revolutionary
Resilience.
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