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Behavioral Iconography of Pharaoh in the Quran and its Extension
to the Contemporary System of Domination”
Masoud Mozaffarov®

Abstract

The Holy Quran, by employing the archetype of Pharaoh, presents a
comprehensive and structured depiction of "the arrogant” that transcends mere
historical narrative, possessing the potential for extension to contemporary
systems of domination. This study, utilizing a descriptive-analytical method and
referencing authoritative exegeses, aims to identify the behavioral components of
Pharaoh in the Quran and subsequently extend them to the current global
hegemonic order. Based on the research findings, seven fundamental behavioral
components can be extracted from the Quranic portrayal of Pharaoh: denial of
truth, arrogance, self-aggrandizement, rebellion and defiance, intimidation and
coercion, stupefaction and manipulation of intellects, and misguidance. These
components are analyzable on three levels: cognitive (false beliefs), behavioral
(operational actions), and value-identity (a self-deifying worldview). Extending
this model to the contemporary system of domination reveals that the "behavioral
geometry of arrogance" has remained constant throughout history, with only its
tools evolving. This includes everything from the denial of truth in mainstream
media and crippling sanctions, to the entertainment industry and mass
stupefaction, and the war of narratives and character assassination of resistance
leaders. The theory of Quranic "behavioral iconography"” can serve as a native
analytical framework for understanding the dynamics of global hegemony in the
fields of political science, organizational and management studies,
communication, and regional studies.

Keywords: Holy Quran, Behavioral Iconography, Pharaoh, Arrogance, System of
Domination, Behavioral Analysis of Power.
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