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Civilizational Defense of the Prophet's Dignity and the Ummah's Authority
in the Second Step Declaration, Based on the Exegetical Thought of Imam
Khamenei*

Hadi Ghanbarkhah*

Abstract
The present research aims to elucidate the model of "civilizational defense" of the

Prophet's dignity and the Islamic Ummah's authority, based on the Second Step
Declaration of the Revolution and the exegetical thoughts of Imam Khamenei. Employing
a qualitative content analysis method with a deductive approach, this research seeks to
answer the main question: How can we transition from a purely reactive and defensive
approach in safeguarding the sanctity of prophethood to a deterrent, active, and
civilizational model, by relying on the intellectual system of the Second Step Declaration
and the interpretive approaches of the Supreme Leader? The findings indicate that
civilizational defense is a multi-layered process based on transforming identity threats
into a constructive project, which can be analyzed on three major axes. First, at the
"discourse™ level, it is based on linking national honor with divine-Prophetic honor and
anti-arrogance demarcation as a practical manifestation of monotheism. Second, at the
level of “civilization-building components,” it is formed around the three pillars of
science and research (as a defensive shield), resistance economy (as a basis for generating
authority), and ethics and spirituality (as the heart of soft power). Third, at the level of
"operational strategies," it is manifested in the form of infrastructural empowerment (the
manifestation of the Quranic "qudrah” - power), the "Jihad of Explanation™ by the youth
(breaking the media blockade), and active demarcation (intelligent alliance and
disavowal). This research leads to the conclusion that the Second Step Declaration,
through a civilizational and exegetical reading, offers an integrated model in which the
defense of the Prophet's dignity is not an passive action but an inseparable and driving
part of the process of constructing the new Islamic civilization and reviving the global
authority of the Ummah.

Keywords: Imam Khamenei, Second Step Declaration, Prophet's Dignity, Ummah's
Authority, Civilizational Defense, National Honor.
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